Table 3: Terms and values used to define the clinically relevant difference (absolute values are presented) in the 28 randomized controlled trials assessing analgesics for pain.
	
	
	
	Value
	

	Study
	Terms used for the clinically relevant difference
	Group level
	Individual level

	
	
	Absolute difference¹ (mm)
	Difference of percentage of improvement² (%)
	Threshold of improvement³ (mm or %)
	Threshold of acceptable pain4 (mm)

	(Edelman et al. 2006) 
	Clinical relevance 
	15
	
	
	

	(Hui et al. 2006) 
	Clinical significance
	
	20
	
	

	(Assis et al. 2006) 
	Clinical significance change 
	20
	
	<10%, 11-20%, 21-30%, >30%
	

	(Suzuki et al. 2006) 
	Clinically beneficial effect 
	
	
	
	10

	(Morgan et al. 2006) 
	Clinically important difference 
	30
	
	
	

	(Pendleton et al. 2006)
	Clinically or substantively significant 
	10
	
	
	

	(Cepeda et al. 2005) 
	Clinically meaningful decrease in pain 
	
	
	50%
	

	(Langford et al. 2006)
	Clinically meaningful difference 
	10
	38
	
	

	(Ilfeld et al. 2005) 
	Clinically relevant
	40
	
	
	

	(Nikolajsen et al. 2006)
	Clinically relevant
	20
	40
	
	

	(Qerama et al. 2006)
	Clinically relevant
	20
	30
	30%
	

	(Finnerup et al. 2005)
	Clinically relevant difference 
	15
	
	33%
	

	(van Wijck et al. 2006)
	Clinically relevant pain
	
	
	
	30

	(Lipscomb et al. 2006)
	Clinically significant
	4
	
	
	

	(Turan et al. 2005)
	Clinically significant
	
	15
	
	

	(Rog et al. 2005)
	Clinically significant
	17.5
	
	50%
	

	(Carvalho et al. 2006) 
	Clinically significant difference
	
	30
	
	

	(Ong et al. 2005) 
	Clinically significant difference
	20
	
	
	

	(Berry and Petersen 2005)
	Effect-size. Clinically significant
	
	30
	
	

	(Chang et al. 2006) 
	Minimal clinically significant difference 
	13
	
	
	

	(Wong et al. 2005)
	Minimum clinically important 
	
	
	20%
	

	(Hinman et al. 2007) 
	Minimum clinically important difference 
	175
	
	
	

	(Chae et al. 2005)
	Minimum clinically significant difference 
	
	
	20mm
	

	(Casey et al. 2006) 
	Minimum reduction in pain  
	20
	
	
	

	(Rattanachaiyanont et al. 2005)
	Meaningful difference
	20
	
	
	40

	(Schenk et al. 2006) 
	Relevant value for better pain 
	
	
	20 mm
	30

	(Babcock et al. 2005) 
	Significant improvement
	
	
	30%
	

	(Turan et al. 2007)
	Significant reduction 
	
	25
	
	


bc: Mean baseline score (at the final visit of the trial) in control group

be: Mean baseline score (at the final visit of the trial) in experimental group

fc: Mean final score (at the final visit of the trial) in control group

fe: Mean final score (at the final visit of the trial) in experimental group

1 Absolute difference: fc-fe|

Difference in percentage change: befebebcfcbc
³ Threshold of improvement: definition of a threshold in change above which the patient is considered as improved and is classified as a responder. The threshold can be for an absolute change in millimeters or a relative change in percentage.

4 Threshold of pain: threshold defining an acceptable level of pain above which a patient is considered painful (mm)
