Table 1: Characteristics of randomized controlled trials assessing analgesics for pain

	Description
	Number
	Percentage

	Type of trial

- Pharmacological

- Nonpharmacological


	47

27
	63.5

36.5

	Primary outcome assessment

- VAS ¹

- NRS ²

- Both


	56

17

1
	75.7

23.0

1.35

	Type of pain

- Acute

- Chronic


	44

30
	59.5

40.5

	Control group

- Placebo

- Other analgesic procedure

- No care


	40

29

5
	54.1

39.2

6.8

	Sample size calculation reported


	59
	79.7

	Sample size calculation data

- Alpha error not reported

- Power not reported

- ³ not reported

· Control or treatment group assumptions incomplete or not reported4
· At least one of the previous


	8

2

7

40

47
	13.6

3.4

11.9

67.8

79.7


¹Visual Analog Scale

²Numeric Rating Scale

³Definition of the clinically relevant difference used in the study

4Expected mean value in the control or experimental groups or expected success rate in the control or experimental groups
