Figure 1: Flow-chart of the selection of articles of randomized controlled trials assessing analgesics for pain









603 references identified by MEDLINE search





459 reports excluded on the basis of the abstract:


1 animal studies


7 paediatric studies


114 other design (3 arms or more, cross-over, etc.)


296 primary outcome other than pain


41 pain not evaluated by VAS or NRS





After evaluating the title and abstracts, 144 papers were selected





70 articles were excluded after obtaining the full text:


5 other design (3 arms or more, cross-over, etc.)


34 primary outcome other than pain


31 pain not evaluated by VAS or NRS








74 studies included in the analysis








